Personal Memoir

“The next thing most like living one’s life over again seems to be a recollection of that life, and to make that recollection as durable as possible by putting it down in writing.”

- Benjamin Franklin

A Significant Memory

Over the past week or two we have identified memories, brainstormed, and written about important moments from our lives. You will now choose one memory to write an extended memoir. This memory must have affected you, your life, or your personality. The memory may also have changed the way you viewed something or someone. Overall, this memory must have meaning in your life. You will be graded on both the overall quality of your narrative as well as the following requirements:

Your Memoir Must:

· Be 1-2 pages in length typed, double spaced, with size 12 font
· Have a creative title

· Explain the memory in detail and be told in logical order 

· Incorporate rich, vivid language 
· Include a reflection paragraph that reflects on the memory and explains to the reader why this is a significant memory

· Include dialogue

Definition of Memoir: How writers look for the past and make sense of it. Writers figure out who they are, who they have become, and what it means to them and to the lives of others. A memoir puts the events of a life in perspective for the writer and for those who read it. It is a way to explain to others the events of our lives – our choices, perspectives, decisions, and responses. 

What can you write about? Good times, bad times, or any experience of growing up. It could include a day at the beach with your grandfather, a particular game or concert, the day your parents told you about their divorce, a birth of a brother or sister, a vacation, or playground memories in elementary school. Memoirs call for a good story, for problems, themes, humor, and detail. The writer edits his or her life for the reader. 

Qualities of Memoirs

· The voice is first person singular: I, not we, one, or you

· There’s enough context – background information – to understand the events of the story

· The dialogue sounds like these people talking, both what they say and how they say it: “Boy, you’re gonna be sorry,” versus, “You will be sorry.”
· The lead (introduction) invites the reader into the world of memory

· The conclusion is deliberate: it represents a writer’s decision about how to leave his or her readers

· The writer is telling the truth

