Introduction
“Hollow City” by Ransom Riggs is the amazing sequel to “Mrs. Peregrine’s Home For Peculiar Children”. In this story, the main character, Jacob, and his peculiar friends escape the fictional island of Cairnholm and row all the way to mainland Wales by boat, which is more than six miles. Once there, the story unfolds as the small group of misfits travels to London, the peculiar capital of the world, to seek out the help of Mrs. Wren, the only ymbryne who hasn’t been captured by Wights. Mrs. Wren is also the only remaining ymbryne who can cure Mrs. Peregrine, the children’s beloved headmistress. She had been turned into a peregrine falcon and couldn’t change back to a human. Jacob and the rest of the group are faced by several challenges along the way. All the while, they are being hunted by Hollowgast (also known as Hollows) and Wights, terrifying creatures who are aiming to take over the whole peculiardom (the kingdom of peculiars).
In this companion book, you will read about the themes buried inside this book and the complicated relationships between characters. You will meet the main characters and read about how they changed from beginning to end. You will also read interpretations of key settings and images and how these are symbolic in the story. 
Chapter 1: Analysis of Themes
In my book I feel like a big theme is that in order to succeed, you have to keep trying, no matter how hopeless it may seem. I think this because there are so many times in the book where I honestly think if I was Jacob, I would just sit down and give up. But they just keep going. They get captured by Wights at one point, but somehow they figure out a way to escape and keep going. There was a part where they missed the only train going to London to find Mrs. Wren, but they didn’t give up. They worked a way around the situation. They pretty much run out of ideas and start to lose all hope but they keep going because they believe that they will save Mrs. Peregrine or die trying.
Another theme is that you have to put aside your doubts and fears to accomplish things, even if you’re scared. In my book there were ten teenage kids going up against hundreds of Hollows and Wights, who are masters of disguise. Wights could disguise themselves as anything they wanted, so really the kids never knew when they would run into something sinister. They knew this even before they embarked on their mission, but still went on with it. I think that doing that would require a great amount of courage and bravery; they all knew the chances of surviving were slim.
Another big theme is that friendship is powerful. The ten peculiars stuck together like glue throughout the entire book. Each person was critically important to the success of their mission, and they never gave up on each other or doubted anyone. They always put the others before themselves. With that powerful bond of friendship, they worked together to find the solution and save Mrs. P. 
The fourth and final theme is that you should never lose hope in anything or anyone. If you never give up and really believe you’re going to make it, you will. Throughout all their failures, Jacob and his friends kept hope at times when it seemed the least hopeful. Otherwise they wouldn’t have gotten anywhere. They never stopped hoping, and that’s what drove them forward every day.
Chapter 2: Character Development
The main character in my book is Jacob. He faces a lot of conflicts and tough situations in the book. One of them is his love for Emma Bloom, another peculiar he was traveling with. At the end of the book, Jacob knew he had to make a decision--whether or not to stay with Emma or go home where he had a family and a life waiting for him. “You said yourself you were sent here for a reason,” she said quickly, staring into her lap, “and that was to help Mrs. Peregrine. Now it seems she may be saved. And now it’s time for you to go home.” (pg. 356) Both Emma and Jacob wanted to stay with each other, but Emma knew the right thing for Jacob was to go back home where he belonged.
Another challenge Jacob faces is pressure from the other children, even though they don't know they're pressuring him, and they don’t try to. Jacob's peculiar talent is that he can sense and see Hollows, while they are invisible to other peculiars. The whole time, the group is counting on Jacob to save them from Hollows. "We have Jacob. He'll keep us safe." (pg. 129) This causes incredible stress for Jacob, as almost a dozen lives, including his own, are resting upon his shoulders. He wished he didn’t have to live up to everybody’s expectations and be the great hollow slayer that his grandfather was. In the beginning of the book, he hadn't even fully developed his talent yet.
One way Jacob changed from the beginning to the end is his peculiar talent of being able to see Hollows. In the beginning he really doesn't know the about the powers of his own talent, and he's not exactly sure how it works. However, each time they are faced by Hollowgast, his talent gets better. By the end, he has full control of his gift. He even comes to see it as a blessing rather than a burden, which is how he was feeling in the beginning. He comes to the realization that that is who he was meant to be and he couldn’t change that, so he might as well embrace it. In fact, if it weren't for him, the children would have faced painful death several times.
Chapter 3: Character Relationships
Okay, you know I'm going to have to talk about Jacob and Emma's love story again. Their relationship is not actually important to the overall plot of the book. However, I think it adds to the story in a way. It complicates things in the end and adds another conflict. “Because from the day I met her I'd known I wanted to be part of any world she belonged to. Did that make me crazy? Or was my heart too easily conquered?” (pg. 245) Jacob says.
Jacob is forced to do some soul searching, really dig deep inside of himself, and decide what is the best thing to do--for himself, and the rest of the group, while keeping in mind that his parents were probably searching for him day and night, worried to death, because they had no idea where he was. Their relationship provides a big part in Jacob’s final decision to go back home--that is, before they realize that the peregrine falcon they had been carrying around wasn’t actually Mrs. P… And before they all get captured again… But you can read the next sequel if you want to find out about that.
Another factor in Jacob’s decision was that the peculiardom was fading. “Peculiardom is dying, Jacob. It’s a lost dream. And even if somehow, by some miracle, we were to take up arms against the corrupted and prevail, we’d be left with a shadow of what we once had; a shattered mess. You have a home--one that isn’t ruined--and parents who are alive, and who love you, in some measure.” (pg. 357) Jacob had to admit that Emma was right. So many peculiars had already died or been taken prisoner; the damage was irreparable.   
It wasn’t only the peculiardom that was dying. Emma is an old lady hiding inside of a young girl’s body; she’s decades older that Jacob, but all her life she’s lived inside a continuous time loop, so she never aged, keeping her body of a teenager but growing older inside every day. Jacob and Emma have this conversation in the book: Pointing to the ice, Emma said, “See that potted plant on the desk in there?” I saw. I nodded. “It’s green now, preserved by the ice. But inside it’s dead. And the moment that ice melts, it’ll turn brown and wither into mush.” She locked eyes with me. “I’m like that plant.” (pg. 358)
And it’s true. The moment Emma steps out of the time loop that’s keeping her young, she will age forward and die. Jacob thinks in the book--Yes, it was best to go. It really was best. If this world was dying and there was nothing to be done for it, then what was left for me here? To run and hide until there was no safe place left to go, no loop to sustain my friend’s artificial youth. To watch them die. To hold Emma as she crumbled and broke apart in my arms. That would kill me faster than any hollow could. (pg. 362) So Jacob agreed with Emma in the end. To go back home.  
Chapter 4: Setting
There are lots of different time periods and locations in my book because Jacob and his friends use time travel several times. One major setting is London, 1940. This is during the dangerous time of World War II. As if they didn’t have enough problems, now they were running from hollows and bombs. This situation actually works to their advantage, surprisingly. They were being chased by hollowgast when suddenly a mine blew up really close to them. They survived, but the hollows were vaporized. Earlier in the book, a friend had given them sheep’s wool sweaters made from peculiar sheep. He couldn’t remember why the sheep were peculiar, though. When the mine blew up, the children realized the wool was peculiar because it bullet-proof. The sweaters had saved their lives.
Another setting is in an unknown time period, but I think it’s sometime in the early 1900s or late 1800s. The children stumble upon a time loop, and once they enter it they knew they have traveled back in time, but they never figured out what year it was. It’s very important because that’s where they meet Addison, the talking dog (he is a guy, not a girl), and his menagerie full of peculiar animals. Addison explained that Mrs. Wren was the one in charge of all the animals in the menagerie, but she had gone away, so Addison directs the children to where they could go to find Mrs. Wren. He also is the one who gives them the sweaters, which end up saving their lives, along with various other valuable information. If they hadn’t found Addison, they never would have gotten anywhere, or even known where to start.
Conclusion:
Ransom Riggs has given the reader so much to think about in this book. There are probably several more themes that I didn’t even talk about. Overall, the book is amazing. The relationships, themes, characters, and setting are all so carefully intertwined to create a truly unforgettable tale.
